





[image: ]

Dear Participant,

You are invited to participate in a clinical research study investigating the effects of sedation, anesthesia, and surgery on the temperature sensing capabilities of implanted microchips. Your participation is voluntary and if you choose to not participate, your horse’s care and affiliation with the University of Wisconsin Veterinary Care (UWVC) Large Animal Hospital will not be affected in any way.
What is the purpose of the study?
Body temperature is a vital sign and a key indicator of your horse’s physiologic state. In hospitalized horses, rectal temperature is typically taken multiple times as an early indicator of conditions such as infection or inflammation. The placement of identification microchips is becoming increasingly popular in horses. Interestingly, these microchips can also sense body temperature; however, it is unclear if the temperature readings of these microchips remain accurate under surgical conditions. The investigators of this study have set out to assess the accuracy of identification microchips (Merck Bio-Thermo®) in horses undergoing surgery. 
What will your participation involve?
Your horse will be assigned into a group based on what kind of surgery has already been decided by your care team (either standing surgery under sedation or surgery under general anesthesia). If enrolled in the study, your horse will be sedated, and a microchip will be implanted under the skin in the neck region at least 12 hours prior to surgery. Temperature as measured by the microchip will be compared to temperature measured by standard means (rectal temperature [plus esophageal temperature, if under general anesthesia]), with readings taken every 10 minutes. All University of Wisconsin Veterinary Care standards of care will be upheld, and surgical and anesthetic management will not be changed dependent upon study enrollment or treatment group.

Are there any risks?
This is a prospective study, evaluating systemically healthy adult horses undergoing an elective procedure. This study does not have major risks above and beyond those risks that are inherent for equine sedation and/or general anesthesia and the specific surgical procedure. Those specific risks will be listed on your horse’s Treatment Authorization Form. The doctor will describe these risks when they go over the Treatment Authorization Form with you during the admission process and you will have the opportunity to ask questions and give your consent to proceed at that time.

Risks of microchip implantation are not expected but could occur. Risks include localized infection, inflammation, and/or irritation. Please note that a small area (~2x2 inch) may be shaved under the mane for placement of the microchip.
Are there any direct benefits to participate in the study?
Participation in this study will be associated with a $100 bill credit for study enrollment. The microchips will remain in your horse for the rest of their life; registration information will be provided.

Extent of confidentiality of records
The data collected during this study may be used in research reports and papers published in scientific journals and presented at scientific meetings. Any such publication will not allow identification of those horses included in the study




Authorization to participate in the study
I have read the information in this consent form, obtained answers to my questions, and I voluntarily agree to provide follow up information on my horse. I have received a copy of this consent form and questionnaire.



Name 			
Owner	Investigator



Signed 			
Owner	Investigator

Date				

If you would like any more information, please do not hesitate to contact us. We would be happy to
arrange some time to discuss further details. Please let your care team know if you wish to discuss any concerns with the investigators, Dr. Le or Dr. Schroeder. 

Your participation is voluntary. We greatly appreciated your help with this research project. Thank you for your participation and we look forward to our continued working relationship.
With kind regards,
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Kayle Le, DVM, DACVS 					Carrie Schroeder, DVM, DACVAA
Clinical Assistant Professor, Large Animal Surgery	Clinical Associate Professor, Anesthesia 
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