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Behavioral tests in companion dogs evaluating the senses
Purpose of Study
Our understanding of the senses and how they drive behavior in companion dogs is very limited. This study wishes to understand more about visual perception (how dogs engage with video content vs. real objects, and how movement and color shapes behavioral responses to videos), and scent interaction (which odors dogs will choose to interact with the longest). This information will help researchers learn more about dog sensory perception and allow us to develop meaningful tests of sensory function, as well as supporting dog welfare by understanding what dogs find enriching in their environment. 
   
Summary of Procedures to be Performed on Your Dog
1. Physical examination
Your dog will undergo a brief physical examination which will include palpation, auscultation (listening to the heart and lungs using a stethoscope), testing of neurologic reflexes (eye, general neurologic reflexes) and examination of the eye (slit-lamp biomicroscopy, indirect ophthalmoscopy).

2. Behavioral tests
We will perform newly developed behavioral tests of vision and scent interaction on your dog. These tests will involve asking your dog to sit and watch a computer monitor or monitor-like stage containing a ball for brief periods of time (<1 minute) at a time. Other tests will involve presenting smells to your dog using a card-based format. Your dog will receive breaks as needed to stay active and focused. We will take external videos of your dog for research purposes. By signing this form, you allow us to use videos or photos in research presentations and for promotions. Please tell us if you wish your dog’s images not to be used for this purpose. We do not anticipate adverse effects from these tests, although your dog may be tired after their visit. 

Financial Obligations
There is no cost for participation in the study. All information generated by this study will be treated as confidential. By signing this form, I understand that the information obtained in this study may not directly benefit my pet but will provide valuable information and knowledge about cognition and vision in dogs. I acknowledge that my participation in this study is entirely voluntary. 
Owner consent
I have been given the opportunity to ask questions and have them answered to my satisfaction. I am aware that I am welcome to contact the principal investigator on this study by telephone or email if I have additional questions regarding this study. Dr. Mowat may be reached at mowat@wisc.edu or at (608) 264-2668.
By signing below, I acknowledge that I am at least 18 years of age, and I consent to have the described procedures performed on my dog for the purposes of this study. I will not hold UW-Veterinary Care or the University of Wisconsin-Madison responsible for complications resulting from participation in this study.

Study ID number: ____________________		Dog’s name: __________________________

Client/Owner/Agent’s Printed Name: ______________________________ Date: ______________________

Client/Owner/Agent’s Signature: __________________________________

Clinician/Attending Staff Printed Name: ______________________________Date: _____________________

Clinician/Attending Staff Signature: __________________________________
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