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The Study 

One of the most common causes of illness in cats 

is kidney disease. In early stages of the condi-

tion, special renal (kidney) diets many not be 

recommended. This study will first measure 

blood and urine levels of an oxidative stress 

(free radical damage) marker called isoprostane. 

The investigators will compare the levels in cats 

with early stage kidney disease compared to 

healthy individuals. Cats with stage 1 CKD will 

then be randomly assigned to continue eating 

their normal diet or be switched to a renal spe-

cific food. After one month, the cats’ blood and 

urine will be rechecked to determine any chang-

es to their isoprostane levels.  
 

Who Qualifies 

Cats diagnosed with Stage 1 Chronic Kidney 

Disease (CKD) and healthy cats over the age of 

six may qualify for the study.  
  

What Happens 

Patients will be screened for inclusion in the 

study via a urine specific gravity test and a 

blood SDMA test for kidney function. These 

tests involve obtaining a small amount of blood 

and urine with syringes. If a patient is found to 

have stage 1 CKD, more blood and urine tests 

will be run on the same samples. Clients will 

then be asked to continue feeding the cat’s nor-

mal diet or switch to a renal specific food for 

one month. Patients will return after one month 

for blood and urine tests. 
 

Why Participate 
This study will help to determine if isoprostanes 

are a marker of early kidney disease. If so, this 

may lead to early detection and treatment of 

chronic kidney disease in cats. There is no cost 

to participate in the study. All laboratory tests 

and special diets are provided at no cost. 
 

More Information 
If you are interested in participating in this 

study, or want more information, please contact 

Small Animal Internal Medicine, Dr. Allison 

Leuin (leuin@wisc.edu) or Jake Nilles 

(jake.nilles@wisc.edu). Thank you. 


