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The Study 

Canine aspiration (bacterial) pneumonia is a 

common condition that is treated with antibiot-

ics. The length of antibiotic treatment in these 

cases is a challenge as no consensus has been 

reached for the ideal length of therapy. A meas-

urable marker could aid in determining the 

needed duration of treatment with antibiotics. In 

human medicine, 5-7 days of antibiotics, based 

on clinical markers, are recommended for pa-

tients with bacterial pneumonia. C-Reactive Pro-

tein (CRP) is considered an objective 

(measurable) biomarker that is elevated when 

there is inflammation in tissues. CRP is used to 

direct antibiotic treatment. A goal of this study is 

to evaluate if CRP can be a marker for resolution 

of bacterial pneumonia in dogs. Clinicians will 

determine if CRP levels correlate with clinical 

and radiographic) x-ray) resolution of aspiration 

pneumonia.  

 

Who Qualifies 

Any dog with aspiration pneumonia may qualify 

for this study. The patient must not be on antibi-

otics, have a systemic disease or a recent surgery. 

 

What Happens 

Patients are treated as normal for aspiration 

pneumonia including lab tests, radiographs, an-

tibiotic therapy, etc. Extra blood is taken for the 

special CRP testing. Patients return 7, 14 and 30 

days after hospital discharge for rechecks. Cli-

ents complete several questionnaires regarding 

pet’s condition. 

 

Why Participate 
The results of this study may support the use of 

CRP as an objective tool to shorten antibiotic 

treatment length in these dogs. Shorter antibiotic 

treatments can lessen exposure to antibiotics 

leading to less adverse effects, lower cost, im-

proved compliance, and less antibiotic resistance 

of respiratory bacteria. The study will also deter-

mine if a portable canine CRP test correlates with 

the send out canine CRP ELISA assay. This 

would allow for on the spot results that can al-

low for faster clinical decisions. There is no cost 

for the follow-up exams. 

 

More Information 
If you are interested in participating in this 

study, please contact the Small Animal Internal 

Medicine Service at saim@vetmed.wisc.edu 


